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ASK DR.
GLYNN

In ancient Greek mythology the
nymph Daphne was transformed
into a Laurel tree by Gaia to avoid
the amorous advances of Apollo.

Beech twigs inscribed with a wish
and pushed into the earth will be
collected by fairies for the fairy
Queen’s consideration.

Love spoons given as love tokens
and elaborately carved from

sycamore wood inWales were
a symbol of love and faith-
fulness.

Question: Is it true that there are now Dutch Elm
resistant trees available to buy?

J. Price, Brentwood, Essex

Answer: Firstly, few people realize that the
Siberian and Chinese elm are naturally resistant to
Dutch Elm Disease. Unfortunately, while they make
good small-to-medium-sized trees, they do not grow
to the larger size we associate with the traditional
elm—until recently that is. Two elm varieties are
now available to buy called “Princeton” and “Valley
Forge”. They produce a elm of similar proportions
to the traditional elm. These varieties are available
to buy but you may have to shop around a little to
find a supplier.

Dr. Glynn Percival

Question: My cherry always gives a magnificent
display of blooms. However about six weeks later
the tree looks terrible for the rest of the year with
the flowers and leaves drying up.

D. Stocks, Ely, Cambridge

Answer: The symptoms you have described are
associated with attack by the cherry blossom wilt
fungus Monolinia laxa. Weeping cherries such as
“Cheals Weeping” seem particularly sensitive to
attack by this fungus. Cherry blossom wilt is one of
the few diseases that attacks trees via the flowers,
moving into the leaf and then twigs causing the
drying up symptoms you describe. Cherry blossom
wilt can be controlled by fungicide sprays.
However, the fungicide has to be applied before,
during, and just after flowering and then two
weeks later. In addition, all twigs bearing infected
blossoms should be pruned out to reduce the
amount of blossom wilt fungus available for future
infections. Fertilising in autumn to promote plant
vitality will also help. Dr. Glynn Percival

Question: My horse chestnut tree came into flower
during winter. The flowers were then killed by the
frosts. Any ideas?

P. Walker, Holland Park, Bracknell

Answer: Possibly one of two reasons. Free flowering
can occur after a period of stress caused by,
for example, de-icing salt application. Such a
response is frequently recorded in the horse chestnut
trees lining the avenues of Paris where de-icing
salts are applied for public and traffic safety reasons.
Another explanation could be that your tree is
located close to a source of artificial light such as a
street lamp. Because flowering in many tree
species is controlled by daylength possibly the
extra hours of light caused by the street light have
“fooled” the tree into believing spring is on the
way and resulted in a flush of flowering.

Dr. Glynn Percival
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Check out www.bartlett.com! Our Company website
has been completely redesigned and offers some
exciting new features:

� Register at “Your Account” to view invoices and
account information.

� See content specific to your geography.
� Watch for alerts about pests, diseases and

weather conditions affecting your area.
� Easily search for information on specific

topics.
� View the latest Bartlett news and important

announcements.

So, fire up your PC, Mac or laptop and visit
us often—because our new website is going to
be updated frequently with useful information
about the care of your trees and shrubs.
Arboriculture is a fascinating and evolving
science and we don’t want you to miss a thing!

To sign up for “Your Account” be sure to have
your 7-digit client number available.

You can find it on the envelope included with
this issue – it’s in the yellow box.

Out with the Old and in with the
NEW Website!

A Very Brown Cypress
Hedge Indeed !
Aphids are one of the most common and trouble-
some of all garden insect pests. They attack a large
number of woody and non woody garden plants and
recently have been causing much disfigurement to
ornamental conifer hedges. Commonly referred to
as greenfly and blackfly, these aphids suck the sap
of the plant and spread a variety of viruses, creating
plant and cell disruption on a wide scale. Although
the queen ant in the film ‘A Bugs Life’ had a pet called
‘Aphy’ we would strongly suggest not cultivating
these insects as pets as they may breed quickly and
overpower your garden.

Presently, the most bothersome type of aphid
is the cypress aphid which predominantly affects
conifer hedging. The damage inflicted on conifer
hedges by the cypress aphid Cinara cupressi is
profound and can lead to large brown patches on
hedges which can result in localised death and
reduced aesthetics. The aphid is active from May
to October. It is important to catch this problem

FactoidsTree

Revered in Celtic mythology
as having the power of
healing and rebirth, the
apple is never mentioned
in the bible story of Eve’s
temptation.

The fruit of the wild service tree, known as
chequers, was first left to go rotten and then used
to make an alcoholic drink. The name lives on in
pubs called “The Chequers”.

The oak is sacred to Thor, the Norse god of thunder
and was thought most likely of all trees to be struck
by lightning.

Electronic Tree Tips!
If you’re interested in going “paperless,” you can receive

Tree Tips via the web. Follow this link to enroll:
www.bartlett.com/newsletter

When prompted enter your Customer Number.

You’ll find this seven-digit number in a yellow box on the
outer envelope. Give us your e-mail address and you’ll be
finding Tree Tips in your inbox instead of your mailbox!
If you prefer the printed copy, you can always return to

mail service.
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early and have your Arborist Representative apply
treatments to stop the spread. Cypress aphid causes
damage to Western red cedar, Lawsons cypress,
leylandii and Monterey cypress.

In the film ‘Antz’ it was called aphid beer but
we know itmore acutely as honeydew.This is a sugar
rich sticky substance, secreted by aphids. When
their mouthpart penetrates the conducting tissue
of a plant, the sugary, high-pressure liquid is forced
out of the terminal opening of the aphid’s gut. This
can often be seen cascading down from many trees
on a bright sunny day landing on driveways, motor
vehicles, plants and furniture. This sugar rich
material is then colonised by a sooty mould fungus
which feeds on the sugar rich substance creating a
dul black appearance.

Continued on page 2
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Sanitation pruning

This Very Hungry Caterpillar Prefers Oak !
The venerable oak tree is subject to
so many beneficial and not so
benefical insects that at last count
250 insects interacted with the
average pendunculate oakQuercus
robur. Theoaktree is in factamodern
convenient hotel accomodating
many insects while they feed, shelter
and lay eggs. Recently the wrong
type of insect has been checking
into this old fashioned and benev-
olent hotel. Unfortu-nately, this
insect often checks out of the hotel
without paying for drinks and dinner and wrecks
the room as part of the bargain! The culprit is the
oak processionary moth.

The oak processionary moth is a notorious
defoliatior of oak trees whose caterpillars present
a human health problem due to their irritating
hairs which contain a poisonous setae. This
poison can cause skin irritations and exacerbate
breathing problems.

Disease Alert: Blackspot of Roses
Blackspot caused by the fungal disease Diplocarpon rosae is a major problem
of both cultivated and wild roses world-wide. Choosing resistant varieties
will help in the short term but because so many races of blackspot exist
even resistant varieties can quickly succumb. Blackspot is most prevalent in
wet weather as the fungal spores that infect plants are spread by water-
splash or wind-blown rain. Large black or dark purple spots on the surface

of the leaves or stems are the main signs of blackspot. Leaves on susceptible
cultivars can quickly be defoliated if left untreated.
Non-chemical control
Remove infected and fallen leaves regularly, especially in the autumn. Hard
prune infected bushes in spring and burn the prunings. Catalogues offer
many varieties resistant to blackspot. You may wish to plant only these.
Ensure optimal plant nutrition by fertilisation to keep plants well fed
throughout the growing season. Strong healthy plants generally resist attack
better those that are weak. Mulching in spring is also highly recommended
to smother fallen spores around plants and stop them from being splashed
on to the rose stems and leaves.
Chemical control
Spray with at least two different systemic fungicides alternating these with
each other to prevent resistance to any single fungicide product developing.
Fortnightly sprays may be required during the growing season for complete
control starting immediately after late winter/spring pruning. �

Pruning of Young Trees

Lightning
Strikes!
What is lightning and why does it hit
trees? Lightning is an electrical discharge
that results from the buildup of positive and
negative charges within a thunderstorm. When
the buildup becomes strong enough, lightning
appears as a “bolt” either within the clouds or
between the clouds and the ground. Most
lightning passes through trees on the way to
the ground, because the moisture (sap and
water) inside a tree is a much better conductor
than air. Electricity seeks the path of least
resistance. The water in a tree is concentrated
just under the bark. As the electricity from the
lightning surges through this water, it causes
it to boil explosively (lightning temperatures
approaching 27000o C can occur in a split
second), “blasting off” the bark, throwing
pieces of it in all directions. What many people
don’t realise is that lightning not only poses a
risk to trees, but to adjacent structures as well.
Damage to structures can occur when lightning
strikes a tree and then side-flashes (“jumps”)
to more conductive materials such as down-
spouts and other metal objects. Houses with
trees close to the structure and taller than
the roof are most at risk to damage from
side-flashes.

Blackspot on leavesBlackspot of Roses

Professional pruning of young trees can prevent
most structural defects that occur as trees
mature. This practice can avoid the need for more
expensive tree care practices later in the life of
the plant and can extend the lifespan of the tree
by decreasing the likelihood of branch failures.

Structural Pruning Techniques
Our Arborist Representatives are trained to

use time-proven techniques in pruning
and they never make a pruning cut that
isn’t necessary or considered. The goal is
to maintain a single central stem/ leader.
Unless a tree is intentionally grown as a
multi-stemmed specimen as is often
done with certain species such as birch
and hornbeam, a single stem should be
maintained for approximately half of the
eventual mature height of the tree. On
large maturing species, such as ash or
maple, that can eventually reach 20
metres in height, a single stem should be
maintained for at least 10 metres before
it is allowed to develop multiple leaders of
approximately equal size. On smaller maturing
trees, a single stem should be maintained for
approximately 3 metres. In some cases, competing
leaders can be removed entirely to maintain one
central stem.

Maintain Branch/Leader Size: The diameter
of all branches and leaders, especially those
developing in the lower portion of the crown,
should never be larger than 50% of the diameter

These moths are posing an
increasing threat to humans as
their range is being extended by
the warming European climate.
The backs of older caterpillars are
covered with as many as 63,000
pointed defensive bristles
containing an urticating toxin
known as thaumetopoein or
closely related compounds.

Control of the problem is best
achieved at the early larval stage
by having your Arborist Represen-

tative apply a contact treatment. However,
several treatments need to be applied to
achieve complete control. In advanced stages of
mass nesting, physical removal of the nests
may be required to achieve long lasting
suppression of the pest. Incineration of nests is
usually undertaken to ensure eradication and to
control the possible spread. At no time should
the caterpillars be handled. �

The wingspan of the adult moth is between
25 and 35 mm. Their pattern of tan, brown and
white make the adults difficult to see against
oak bark. Adults fly during July and August. The
larvae construct communal nests of white silk
from which they crawl at night in single file,
head to tail in large processions to feed on
foliage in the crowns of oak trees, returning in
the same manner.

of the stem at the point of attachment. Branches
that exceed this guideline, or are growing at a
more rapid rate than the primary stem, should be
thinned and/or reduced by your Arborist to slow
their growth rate.

Maintain Foliage Distribution: A live
crown ratio of 66% should be maintained along
the stem and along each permanent branch or

leader. This means that foliage should cover at
least two-thirds of the stem and each permanent
branch. Your Arborist will delay removing lower
branches in order to maintain this live crown
ratio. Maintaining lower branches encourages
diameter growth that leads to desirable trunk
taper. Lower branches also shade the stem and
reduce the risk of sun-scald. �

Lightning damage
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DO YOU NEED
LIGHTNING PROTECTION?

If any of these items are present on your
property, contact your Bartlett Arborist
Representative today.

� Trees that are close to buildings and
higher than the roof line.

� Tall trees in relatively open areas like
parks, golf courses, cemeteries, lawns
and recreation areas.

� High value, memorial or historic trees.
� Trees that are known to be susceptible

to lightning strikes: i.e. pseudotsuga,
sequoia, sequoia dendron and pine.

� Wires, downspouts, fences, pumps and
pipes that can conduct an electrical
charge.

Lightning Protection
The best way to protect trees and buildings
from lightning strikes is to install a lightning
protection system. This is a simple and effective
device to protect trees, property and promote
safety. It works on the principal of providing a
superior copper conductor connected to a
ground rod, so the lightning bolt is guided
down to earth reducing damage to the tree.
Groups of trees can also be protected by
installing conductors on major trees and
common grounding them all by trenching from
the base of each protected tree to the driving
grounding connection. �Lightning damage on oak

Control of aphids on woody and non woody
plants is very easy and is usually done by
adopting good cultural techniques and by
reducing exploding populations by applying
timely treatments. The cultural techniques that
can be employed ensure that overwintering

aphids do not have weeds to survive on during
the winter. Biologically it is important to have
a garden that is diverse in plant material to
attract beneficial insects such as ladybirds that
help control the aphid population. In terms of
treatments, the old practice of applying a

horticultural winter oil wash to kill over winter-
ing eggs and young insects is still a very sound
one. Many aphid control products now exist for
applying systemically to woody plants and have
proven very effective. Contact your Arborist
Representative for advice. �

Continued from page 1

Your Arborist will also thin out
closely spaced branches as the
crown develops. Optimally, the
tree is pruned so that at maturity
branches are approximately
30–45 cm apart on large tree
species and 15–20cm apart on
small trees.
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most structural defects that occur as trees
mature. This practice can avoid the need for more
expensive tree care practices later in the life of
the plant and can extend the lifespan of the tree
by decreasing the likelihood of branch failures.

Structural Pruning Techniques
Our Arborist Representatives are trained to

use time-proven techniques in pruning
and they never make a pruning cut that
isn’t necessary or considered. The goal is
to maintain a single central stem/ leader.
Unless a tree is intentionally grown as a
multi-stemmed specimen as is often
done with certain species such as birch
and hornbeam, a single stem should be
maintained for approximately half of the
eventual mature height of the tree. On
large maturing species, such as ash or
maple, that can eventually reach 20
metres in height, a single stem should be
maintained for at least 10 metres before
it is allowed to develop multiple leaders of
approximately equal size. On smaller maturing
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approximately 3 metres. In some cases, competing
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developing in the lower portion of the crown,
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several treatments need to be applied to
achieve complete control. In advanced stages of
mass nesting, physical removal of the nests
may be required to achieve long lasting
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the caterpillars be handled. �

The wingspan of the adult moth is between
25 and 35 mm. Their pattern of tan, brown and
white make the adults difficult to see against
oak bark. Adults fly during July and August. The
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from which they crawl at night in single file,
head to tail in large processions to feed on
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the same manner.
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If any of these items are present on your
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higher than the roof line.
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parks, golf courses, cemeteries, lawns
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� High value, memorial or historic trees.
� Trees that are known to be susceptible

to lightning strikes: i.e. pseudotsuga,
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� Wires, downspouts, fences, pumps and
pipes that can conduct an electrical
charge.

Lightning Protection
The best way to protect trees and buildings
from lightning strikes is to install a lightning
protection system. This is a simple and effective
device to protect trees, property and promote
safety. It works on the principal of providing a
superior copper conductor connected to a
ground rod, so the lightning bolt is guided
down to earth reducing damage to the tree.
Groups of trees can also be protected by
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common grounding them all by trenching from
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Control of aphids on woody and non woody
plants is very easy and is usually done by
adopting good cultural techniques and by
reducing exploding populations by applying
timely treatments. The cultural techniques that
can be employed ensure that overwintering

aphids do not have weeds to survive on during
the winter. Biologically it is important to have
a garden that is diverse in plant material to
attract beneficial insects such as ladybirds that
help control the aphid population. In terms of
treatments, the old practice of applying a

horticultural winter oil wash to kill over winter-
ing eggs and young insects is still a very sound
one. Many aphid control products now exist for
applying systemically to woody plants and have
proven very effective. Contact your Arborist
Representative for advice. �

Continued from page 1

Your Arborist will also thin out
closely spaced branches as the
crown develops. Optimally, the
tree is pruned so that at maturity
branches are approximately
30–45 cm apart on large tree
species and 15–20cm apart on
small trees.



©2009 The F.A.Bartlett Tree Expert Company, Ltd.

ASK DR.
GLYNN

In ancient Greek mythology the
nymph Daphne was transformed
into a Laurel tree by Gaia to avoid
the amorous advances of Apollo.

Beech twigs inscribed with a wish
and pushed into the earth will be
collected by fairies for the fairy
Queen’s consideration.

Love spoons given as love tokens
and elaborately carved from

sycamore wood inWales were
a symbol of love and faith-
fulness.

Question: Is it true that there are now Dutch Elm
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J. Price, Brentwood, Essex

Answer: Firstly, few people realize that the
Siberian and Chinese elm are naturally resistant to
Dutch Elm Disease. Unfortunately, while they make
good small-to-medium-sized trees, they do not grow
to the larger size we associate with the traditional
elm—until recently that is. Two elm varieties are
now available to buy called “Princeton” and “Valley
Forge”. They produce a elm of similar proportions
to the traditional elm. These varieties are available
to buy but you may have to shop around a little to
find a supplier.
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display of blooms. However about six weeks later
the tree looks terrible for the rest of the year with
the flowers and leaves drying up.

D. Stocks, Ely, Cambridge

Answer: The symptoms you have described are
associated with attack by the cherry blossom wilt
fungus Monolinia laxa. Weeping cherries such as
“Cheals Weeping” seem particularly sensitive to
attack by this fungus. Cherry blossom wilt is one of
the few diseases that attacks trees via the flowers,
moving into the leaf and then twigs causing the
drying up symptoms you describe. Cherry blossom
wilt can be controlled by fungicide sprays.
However, the fungicide has to be applied before,
during, and just after flowering and then two
weeks later. In addition, all twigs bearing infected
blossoms should be pruned out to reduce the
amount of blossom wilt fungus available for future
infections. Fertilising in autumn to promote plant
vitality will also help. Dr. Glynn Percival

Question: My horse chestnut tree came into flower
during winter. The flowers were then killed by the
frosts. Any ideas?

P. Walker, Holland Park, Bracknell

Answer: Possibly one of two reasons. Free flowering
can occur after a period of stress caused by,
for example, de-icing salt application. Such a
response is frequently recorded in the horse chestnut
trees lining the avenues of Paris where de-icing
salts are applied for public and traffic safety reasons.
Another explanation could be that your tree is
located close to a source of artificial light such as a
street lamp. Because flowering in many tree
species is controlled by daylength possibly the
extra hours of light caused by the street light have
“fooled” the tree into believing spring is on the
way and resulted in a flush of flowering.
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A Very Brown Cypress
Hedge Indeed !
Aphids are one of the most common and trouble-
some of all garden insect pests. They attack a large
number of woody and non woody garden plants and
recently have been causing much disfigurement to
ornamental conifer hedges. Commonly referred to
as greenfly and blackfly, these aphids suck the sap
of the plant and spread a variety of viruses, creating
plant and cell disruption on a wide scale. Although
the queen ant in the film ‘A Bugs Life’ had a pet called
‘Aphy’ we would strongly suggest not cultivating
these insects as pets as they may breed quickly and
overpower your garden.

Presently, the most bothersome type of aphid
is the cypress aphid which predominantly affects
conifer hedging. The damage inflicted on conifer
hedges by the cypress aphid Cinara cupressi is
profound and can lead to large brown patches on
hedges which can result in localised death and
reduced aesthetics. The aphid is active from May
to October. It is important to catch this problem
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Tree Tips via the web. Follow this link to enroll:
www.bartlett.com/newsletter

When prompted enter your Customer Number.

You’ll find this seven-digit number in a yellow box on the
outer envelope. Give us your e-mail address and you’ll be
finding Tree Tips in your inbox instead of your mailbox!
If you prefer the printed copy, you can always return to

mail service.

1234567
SAMPLE

early and have your Arborist Representative apply
treatments to stop the spread. Cypress aphid causes
damage to Western red cedar, Lawsons cypress,
leylandii and Monterey cypress.

In the film ‘Antz’ it was called aphid beer but
we know itmore acutely as honeydew.This is a sugar
rich sticky substance, secreted by aphids. When
their mouthpart penetrates the conducting tissue
of a plant, the sugary, high-pressure liquid is forced
out of the terminal opening of the aphid’s gut. This
can often be seen cascading down from many trees
on a bright sunny day landing on driveways, motor
vehicles, plants and furniture. This sugar rich
material is then colonised by a sooty mould fungus
which feeds on the sugar rich substance creating a
dul black appearance.
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