
winter. Dead and broken branch 
removal is one of the most common 
ways to prevent damage to houses or 
other objects beneath a tree. 

Branches grow during the spring and 
summer. Some may grow too close to 
your roof or outbuildings, or they may 
grow too low over your pavement, 
drive or lawn. Winter storms will 
certainly blow these branches around; 
we don’t want them to injure you or 
to damage your house. Therefore, 
interfering branches should be 
removed, thinned, or reduced in length 
to lessen the problem. 

In some areas, there are causal agents 
of disease spread by insects that 
are attracted to fresh pruning cuts. 
These insects are no longer flying in 

Continued on page 2

There are a number of reasons for 
tree pruning; some are safety related, 
some are to lessen interference with 
your house, and some protect the 
health of the tree. Autumn is a great 
time to prune trees because it is one 
of the best times to identify problem 
areas in the tree. Stressed foliage often 
changes colour earlier than the rest of 
the tree. Arborists can easily see the 
colour change and diagnose the cause. 
If a branch is diseased or damaged, it 
may be best to prune it. 

Winter storms, snow, and ice will all 
add load to dead and broken branches 
in a tree. This will result in more of 
these branches falling during the 

Autumn pruning  by Tom Smiley, PhD

TREE & SHRUB CARE FROM BARTLETT TREE EXPERTS
TREE TIPS

The name fireblight 
comes from the 
dark, blackened 
appearance of 
affected leaves and 
branches.

Fireblight got you 
down? 

Fireblight is caused by the 
bacterium Erwinia amylovora, 
which is capable of infecting and 
causing unsightly damage on many 
plants in the family Rosaceae. 
Common hosts include pear, apple, 
hawthorn, and quince. The disease 
gets the name “fire” blight because 

severely infected plants will have 
blackened or dark brown branches 
and foliage, which often form a 
shepherd’s crook at the tip. This 
can appear as if the plant tissues 
were burned. 

In the spring, new infections 
spread in flowers through bee 
activity and wind-driven rain. 
These infections progress into 
the twigs and toward the main 
trunk. Once infected, cankers 
on trunks and large branches can 

Continued on page 4



late autumn and winter, so this is the best time to prune 
species such as oak.  

At Bartlett, we like to examine the tree and consult with 
you to determine your needs and goals. Then we apply 
our knowledge of tree structure, tree health, and pest 
problems to develop a pruning plan that will protect  
your property and improve the health and longevity of 
your trees.

Autumn pruning (Continued from page 1)

How to prune hydrangeas

The bigleaf hydrangea flowers on 
one-year-old wood, so any pruning 
on this species should be done 
within four to six weeks after 
bloom.

For a hands-on activity, supply your child with an empty egg 
box and head out into nature to collect fallen items such as nuts, 
small pine cones and twigs to create a ‘supply kit’ for future craft 
projects. It’s fun to just find things and fill the box; but before you 
go out, make sure you have some craft glue and paint on hand at 
home—many children won’t want to wait for a rainy day to use 
their new kit!

Fun with trees  
Have fun today, and be ready for a rainy-day craft project!

We get many questions at this time of 
year about pruning hydrangeas. How 
and when to prune strongly depends 
on the hydrangea species. One of the 
most common in the United Kingdom 
and Ireland is the bigleaf (Hydrangea 
macrophylla), a group commonly 
known as mophead, lacecaps or 
French hydrangeas. This species 
blooms on one-year-old wood, so any 
pruning should be done within four 
to six weeks after bloom. Prune by 
selectively thinning out old stems to 
rejuvenate plants. Usually no more 
than one quarter to one third of the 
older stems should be removed each 
year. Long stems and branches can be 
reduced to shape the plant. Oakleaf 
hydrangea (Hydrangea quercifolia) 
should be pruned in the same manner. 

Bigleaf and oakleaf hydrangea often 
fail to bloom if pruned heavily late in 
summer through early spring because 

by doing so, flower buds 
for the next bloom cycle 
are removed. 

Panicle hydrangeas 
(Hydrangea paniculata), 
which include pee gee 
hydrangea, and smooth 
hydrangea (Hydrangea 
arborescens) bloom on 
new wood in mid to late 
summer. These species 
should be pruned in winter 
or early spring. They can 
tolerate severe reduction. 

For smooth hydrangea, including the 
common cultivar ‘Annabelle’, common 
practice is to prune the plant to a few 
centimetres above ground in winter 
or early spring. This can also be done 
to panicle hydrangeas, though often 

the plant is trained into a tree form. 
To maintain as a tree form, thin 
to remove crossing and conflicting 
branches and selectively reduce to 
maintain desired size and shape.



History
The ginkgo, or maidenhair tree,has 
been described as a “living fossil” 
because it is the sole survivor of an 
ancient group of trees older than the 
dinosaurs. It is the only living species in the 
division Ginkgophyta, all others being extinct. 
It is found in fossils dating back 270 million 
years. 

Ginkgo biloba is known as an excellent urban 
tree, thriving under very harsh environmental 
conditions, such as drought and de-icing 
salts and soil compaction created by cars and 
pedestrians that would cause many other tree 
species to fail.

Culture
	◾ The ginkgo grows into a very large tree, 

reaching a height of 18 to 29 metres, 
although some specimens have been 
measured growing more than 48 metres. 
Many narrow upright selections, compact 
growers, and some dwarf cultivars are now 
available for purchase 

	◾ The tree has an angular crown and long, 
erratic branches, producing deep growing 
roots that in turn make the tree very 
resilient to wind throw (blowing over) 

	◾ Autumn colour is excellent as the leaves 
turn a bright yellow before falling off the 
tree 

	◾ The powerful combination of resistance to 
disease and insect attack and the ability to  
form aerial roots makes ginkgo biloba a very 
long-lived tree species  

Concerns
	◾ Male trees are preferred for planting 

because female trees bear a fruit-like 
product which, after dropping, not 
only emits a foul odor, but is also 
slippery

	◾ Diseases include fungal leaf spots 
and root rots

Bartlett Management Practices
	◾ May need treatment for pests 

such as mealy bugs and lesion 
nematodes

TREE FOCUS:
Ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba)

       WONDERS OF NATURE   
A tree that bleeds red blood 

The Socotra dragon tree, or dragon blood tree, grows only on 
the island of Socotra, Yemen, and gets these names from a 

local legend about the red resin in the 
trunks. When cut open, these trees 
bleed a deep crimson, and the origin 
story says the tree first grew from the 
blood of an injured dragon that had 
fought with an elephant! The resin 
has been used for hundreds of years 

to produce medicine, 
varnishes and dyes. 

To avoid damaging 
the special trees, 
the resin extraction 
is done only 
by experienced 

harvesters. 
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Fireblight (Continued from page 1)

persist, where they serve as a source of inoculum for future 
infections. Left untreated, cankers can completely girdle 
the cambium tissue, resulting in death of large branches or 
entire trees. The bacterium is active during the moist and 
humid weather of spring. In the winter and summer, the 

bacterium is normally 
dormant, but symptoms 
in infected tissue may 
continue to worsen 
during this time. 

Management of fireblight 
requires sanitation and 
prevention. Pruning 
infected tissue should be 
performed in summer 
or winter when the 
bacterium is dormant 

and spread of disease has ceased. However, on highly 
susceptible trees and rapidly advancing infections, pruning 
below the branch cankers should be performed immediately 
to reduce severity. In late winter and early spring, preventive 
applications of metal chelate-based (zinc, silicon, magnesium) 
products may help protect healthy tissues from new infections. 
It is rare to get complete control over any plant disease, but 
limiting infections through sanitation and prevention will limit 
dieback and avoid major infections that often lead to plant 
disfigurement or mortality. Plant resistant varieties do exist, 
so check with your Bartlett Arborist Representative who can 
advise further about treatment and plant selection.

Even when the bacterium 
is dormant, symptoms may 
continue to worsen.

Attention to safety for everyone around Work Zones  
by Matt Losey, Regional Safety Manager  

The Bartlett Tree Experts motto “Safety Above All Else” 
is continuously evident among the crews that maintain 
your trees. One of our biggest challenges on a job site is 
managing the area in which we work and the area where 
debris is falling. We call these areas the Work Zone and the 
Drop Zone, respectively. Bartlett employees are trained 
annually in Work Zone Safety and Drop Zone Safety, and in 
our morning safety meetings we regularly address the many 
Work and Drop Zone challenges our teams encounter. 

Curious onlookers may want to approach closer, or even 
pass through our Work Zones, areas that are put in place to 
keep our employees and the public safe while we operate. 
Designing Work and Drop Zones that don’t distract,  
confuse, or hamper the daily life of the client or public is 

not always an easy task, 
but it is important to 
being good stewards to 
the neighbourhoods in 
which we live and work. 
Our crews take pride 
in keeping everyone 
safe while doing their 
work and keep a watchful eye for anyone who may have 
inadvertently entered the work area. Bartlett Tree Experts 
employees are happy to try to accommodate requests; 
however, we do ask that people not enter a coned or taped-
off area; rather, get an employee’s attention and that crew 
member will then come over and communicate with the 
person when it is safe to do so.
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