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There are a number of reasons for tree 
pruning; some are safety related, some 
are to lessen interference with your 
house, and some protect the health of 
the tree. Fall is a great time to prune 
trees because it is one of the best times 
to identify problem areas in the tree. 
Stressed foliage often changes color 
earlier than foliage in the rest of the 
tree. Arborists can easily see the color 
change and diagnose the cause. If a 
branch is diseased or damaged, it may 
be best to prune it. 

Winter storms, snow, and ice will 
all add load to dead and broken 

Fall pruning by Tom Smiley, PhD

branches in a tree. This will result in 
more of these branches falling during 
the winter. Dead and broken branch 
removal is one of the most common 
ways to prevent damage to houses or 
other objects beneath a tree. 

Branches grow during the spring and 
summer. Some may grow too close to 
your roof or siding, or they may grow 
too low over your sidewalk, driveway or 
lawn. Winter storms will certainly blow 
these branches around; we don’t want 
them to injure you or to damage your 
house. Therefore, interfering branches 
should be removed, thinned, or reduced 
in length to lessen the problem. 
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Beech leaf disease  
by Andrew L. Loyd, PhD, Plant Pathologist

Beech leaf disease (BLD) is an 
emerging disease caused by a 
nematode, or microscopic worm.  
All cultivars of American and 
European beech  
are susceptible.  
BLD was first  
observed in  

Lake County, Ohio (Cleveland 
area) in 2012. Since its initial 
detection, the disease has been 
observed in other counties in 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, 
Connecticut, and Ontario, Canada. 
BLD is caused by a foliar-feeding 
nematode, Litylenchus crenatae, 
which was described initially on 
Japanese beech in Japan, where it 
causes a mild disease. In the United 
States, however, healthy beech 
trees have been observed dying in a 
period of six years from the onset of 
symptoms. 
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Leaves with abnormal coloration and growth 
between the veins caused by BLD, and a beech tree 
showing the effects of several years of suffering 
this disease.  



For a hands-on activity, supply your child with an empty egg carton 
and head out into nature to collect fallen items such as nuts, small pine 
cones and twigs to create a ‘supply kit’ for future craft projects. It’s fun 
to just find things and fill the carton; but before you go out, make sure 
you have some craft glue and paint on hand at home—many children 
won’t want to wait for a rainy day to use their new kit!

Fun with trees  
Have fun today, and be ready for a rainy-day craft project!

In some areas, there are causal agents 
of disease spread by insects that are 
attracted to fresh pruning cuts. These 
insects are no longer flying in the late 
fall and winter, so this is the best time 
to prune species such as oak and elm.

At Bartlett, we like to examine the 
tree and consult with you to determine 

Needlecast  by Chad M. Rigsby, PhD

Fall pruning (Continued from page 1)

Needlecast refers to a variety of foliage diseases of coniferous 
species. These diseases are usually more severe on young trees and 
trees growing outside of their native range. Wet conditions favor 

the proliferation of needlecast fungi. By early to mid-summer, most 
of the infected needles have dropped or been “cast off”, leaving only the 

current season needles, though diseased needles remain attached for some time 
on spruce and larch. Although few trees die from needlecast, these are serious 
diseases because they are unsightly and can lead to other issues.

The management of needlecast requires 
commitment and patience given that nothing 
can be done for already-infected needles. 
However, there are products that have 
repeatedly been shown to be effective at 
preventing infection. These treatments are 
preventive only and solely protect those 
needles not yet infected. For example, for 
a spruce to recover from a severe infection, 
allow a fungicide program to protect the 
tree for at least three years before aesthetic 
evaluation of the tree. Your Bartlett Arborist 
Representative can also address cultural issues 
that will increase tree health and vigor.

Beech leaf disease 
(Continued from page 1)

Symptoms 
Symptoms of BLD typically progress 
from the bottom of the canopy 
upward, but can be observed 
randomly scattered throughout the 
canopy. Early symptoms include 
distinct striping between the leaf 
veins, gall tissue in interveinal 
discoloration, and darkening and/or  
chlorosis of the infested area. 
Symptoms can be confused with leaf 
galls caused by erineum mites. From 
the top of the leaves, the interveinal 
discoloration will appear cupped or 
puckered in appearance. 

After successive years of being 
infested, leaves will become 
deformed, chlorotic, and have a 
thickened, almost leathery texture. 
By this stage the photosynthetic 
capacity is reduced, and trees 
cannot produce the amount 
of carbohydrates needed for 
overwintering, resulting in a general 
lack of vigor. This stresses the tree, 
and predisposes it to other secondary 
invaders, such as insect borers and 
fungal cankers.To have your beech 
trees examined for this disease 
contact us today.

your needs and goals. Then we apply our 
knowledge of tree structure, tree health, 
and pest problems to develop a pruning 
plan that will protect your property and 
improve the health and longevity of your 
trees.

Needlecast on a pine tree. 



History
The horse chestnut can be 
a beautiful, large (90 ft) 
feature tree. The species 
is easily transplanted and 
grows rapidly while young. 
The white flowers occurring 
in branched groups on the outer 
crown are the main ornamental 
feature of horse chestnut. Sticky terminal winter 
buds and horseshoe leaf scars are distinctive 
features. The tree casts dense shade and has a 
coarse texture.

Culture
	◾ Prefers full sun to partial shade, exposure 

sheltered from wind, and moist, well-
drained soil

	◾ Horse chestnut has weak wood and 
numerous pest problems 

Concerns
	◾ Guignardia leaf blotch can cause 

leaf scorch and defoliation in the 
summer 

	◾ Leaf miners and scale insects damage 
leaves or branches 

	◾ Root and lower trunk diseases and decay are 
common 

Bartlett Management Practices
	◾ Inspect and treat as needed in the spring 

and early summer before insect 
and disease populations build to 
damaging levels 
	◾ Apply soil drench 

treatments preventively 
or at first signs of bleeding 
from the trunk caused by 
Phytophthora
	◾ Root Invigoration if the 

soil is compacted

TREE FOCUS:
Horse chestnut  
(Aesculus  
 hippocastanum)

         WONDERS OF NATURE   
A tree that bleeds red blood 

The Socotra dragon tree, or dragon 
blood tree, grows only on the island 
of Socotra, Yemen, and gets these 
names from a local legend about 
the red resin in the trunks. When 
cut open, these trees bleed a deep 
crimson, and the origin story says 
the tree first grew from the blood of 
an injured dragon that had fought 
with an elephant! The resin has 
been used for hundreds of years to 
produce medicine, varnishes and 
dyes. To avoid damaging the special 
trees, the resin extraction is done 
only by experienced harvesters. 
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Compliments of Your  
Arborist Representative

Your Bartlett Arborist can visit your property, and if you prefer, your entire part of the process can be completed by phone or email.

An arborist’s assessment 
now can help reduce 
problems next year.

Attention to safety for everyone around Work Zones  
by Matt Losey, Regional Safety Manager  

The Bartlett Tree Experts motto “Safety Above All Else” is 
continuously evident among the crews that maintain your 
trees. One of our biggest challenges on a job site is managing 
the area in which we work and the area where debris is 
falling. We call these areas the Work Zone and the Drop 
Zone, respectively. Bartlett employees are trained annually in 
Work Zone Safety and Drop Zone Safety, and in our morning 
safety meetings we regularly address the many Work and 
Drop Zone challenges our teams encounter. 

Curious onlookers may want to approach closer, or even 
pass through our Work Zones, areas that are put in place to 
keep our employees and the public safe while we operate. 
Designing Work and Drop Zones that don’t distract,  
confuse, or hamper the daily life of the client  

or public is not always 
an easy task, but it 
is important to being 
good stewards to the 
neighborhoods in which 
we live and work. Our 
crews take pride in keeping everyone safe while doing their 
work and keep a watchful eye for anyone who may have 
inadvertently entered the work area. Bartlett Tree Experts 
employees are happy to try to accommodate requests; 
however, we do ask that people not enter a coned or  
taped-off area; rather, get an employee’s attention and that 
crew member will then come over and communicate with  
the person when it is safe to do so.


